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Soon! 

The angel said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets sent his angel to 
show his servants what must soon take place.” 
“And look: I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who holds on to the words of the prophecy of this book.” 
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. When I heard and saw them, I bowed down to worship at the feet of 
the angel who showed me these things. But he said to me, “Do not do it! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers 
the prophets, and also with those who hold on to the words of this book. Worship God!” 
The angel also said to me: 

Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 
Let the one who is unjust continue to be unjust. 
Let the one who is filthy continue to be filthy. 
Let the one who is just continue to do what is just. 
Let the one who is holy continue to be holy. 

Look, I am coming soon and my reward is with me, to repay each one according to what he has done. I am the Alpha and 
the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
 
—Revelation 22:6-13 

The family piles in the car. It’s Thanksgiving and the family is taking a trip. The parents are excited. The children are 
ecstatic. Everybody has been looking forward to this trip for a very long time. For weeks the children have been asking 
about when. “When are we leaving?” And the parents’ response has always been the same, “Soon. Just be patient.” The 
time has finally come. Soon is now. They start down the road to their destination, and everybody is excited. 

But it doesn’t take too long, and the questions start rolling again. “Dad, when are we going to be there? This is taking 
forever. When are we getting there?” And the response is the same, “Soon. Just be patient.” 

Do you ever feel like that with God? Two thousand years ago Jesus promised that he was coming back to this earth in a 
visible way. Everybody will see him. But do you wonder? When? How long do we have to wait, Lord? 

For adults I’m sure it’s on a different level than children. You watch the news. You are disgusted with the things that are 
happening in our world. Another shooting. More violence. It’s so hard to watch, so difficult to see. How long, Lord? 

Leaders in our nation want to change the laws to allow all clinics to offer abortions throughout our nation. So, a young lady 
is pregnant, but she doesn’t want the inconvenience of the unborn child. The agenda is very aggressive to permit an 
abortion even up to the time of the birth of the child. It’s so hard to watch, so difficult to see. How long, Lord? 

The devil is very aggressive against God’s design of life. Children, I mean, children, preschoolers and kindergarteners are 
faced with questions from adults. “Do you feel like you are a boy or a girl or something else?” Parents aren’t consulted 
about this, but it’s happening. It’s so hard to watch, so difficult to see. How long, Lord? 

Have you ever found yourself crying out to God late at night or even in the middle of the day, “How long, Lord? How long 
are you going to put up with this violence and injustice?” 

If you have ever found yourself asking questions like that, you aren’t alone. We heard the prophet Habakkuk ask the same 
questions today. Habakkuk saw terrible violence in his day. The streets of Jerusalem were just as bad as the worst streets 
in Phoenix. The prophet laments, “How long, LORD, must I cry for help, but you do not listen? I call out to you, 
“Violence!” but you do not save! Why do you cause me to see injustice? Why do you overlook misery? 
Devastation and violence confront me. There is strife, and tensions rise. For this reason the law has become 
powerless. Justice is never carried out. In fact, the wicked overwhelm the righteous so that justice is perverted” 
(Habakkuk 1:1-4 EHV). 

Have you felt those sentiments? If you haven’t expressed those thoughts, chances are good that at some point you will. 
“Why, Lord? Why do you allow such violence to go on in our nation? Why do you put up with such hatred and a growing 
intolerance of your holy Word? Why do you allow us to see such blatant living against your will?” 

 We cry out, “How long, Lord?” And you know his answer: “Soon. Just be patient.” In fact, the very last words of the Bible 
reveal this. The last words of the Bible, in Revelation 22, are these: “The one who testifies about these things says, 
‘Yes, I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all the saints. 
Amen” (Revelation 22:20,21). That’s how God’s Word ends. And those words are repeated frequently in the Scriptures. 
Do you know why?  



Because it’s easy for us to become impatient with or indifferent to what is happening in this world. You see, I’m ready to 
leave this world. I’m ready to be with the Lord Jesus. I’m ready to be done with what we see happening around us. Right? 
My daily prayer is, “Come, Lord Jesus!” And that’s good. That’s a good prayer. 

But when it seems as though Jesus is taking so long, we can get impatient. We can be like the little child that cries, “How 
much longer?”  

Or we can become indifferent. We begin to not care. We become numb to everything happen around us that it becomes 
easier to just give in rather than to be the lights for the world. You see, God has left us in this world because we are called 
to be the lights for the world. God wants us to be the voice of truth. If we, God’s people, stop shining or if we, God’s 
people, stop speaking, or if we, God’s people, stop caring, then there will be no hope for those who are opposed to God. 
They will never hear or know the truth. 

So, here’s what God does. He opens our eyes to see what the world cannot see. A day of reckoning is coming. John 
writes: The angel said to me, “These words are faithful and true. The Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, 
sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.” Soon! That day of reckoning is coming soon. Every 
single person must stand before the King and give an accounting for how he or she has lived in this world. No one can 
escape. No can hide.  

And in Revelation 22, we see the one before whom we will stand. Jesus is speaking. And at the end of our text today he 
says, “Look, I am coming soon and my reward is with me, to repay each one according to what he has done. I am 
the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.” Jesus calls himself the Alpha and the 
Omega. Those are not terms to determine what status he has in a pack of wolves. Those are the first and last letters of 
the Greek alphabet. And they indicate to us that Jesus is first and last. It’s actually a reference to the Old Testament 
Scriptures to describe God. In Isaiah 44:6, it says, “This is what the LORD, the King of Israel, Israel’s Redeemer, the 
LORD of Armies, says. I am the first, and I am the last. Except for me, there is no god.” 

So, Jesus in a very short statement reveals himself as the only true God who has no beginning and no end. He is 
complete. He is all in all. He is the author and finisher. He’s the beginning of all things and the end. 

Just think about what that means for your daily lives. Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega of creation. Jesus is the 
beginning of creation. 

We know from God’s Holy Scriptures that this world did not just evolve from some cosmic bang. The one who was here 
has actually told us how things came into being. God spoke. He said words. And everything came into being. But what 
was the Word? 

John tells us in his Gospel, chapter one … “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him everything was made, and without him not one 
thing was made that has been made” (John 1:1-3 EHV). And then later John shows us who this “HE” is. “The Word 
became flesh and dwelled among us. We have seen his glory, the glory he has as the only-begotten from the 
Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14 EHV). It’s Jesus. He is the Alpha of creation.  

But he’s also the Omega. He is the one who will bring this world to an end. Everything that now exists will one day be 
gone. Jesus is coming back on the Last Day. And everything that we know of in this world will be destroyed. 

So, there’s two takeaways for you as we see Jesus as the Alpha and the Omega of creation. 1) You don’t own anything. 
Everything you have is actually God’s. He created it. He made it. It’s his. He allows you to use his stuff. He gives you 
everything you have in your life. But everything is God’s. And here’s the second thing. 2) Everything is going to be 
destroyed. Nothing is going to last. So don’t focus so much of your energy on the things of this world. Your sports? They 
will end. Your careers? They will end. Your things? They will end. In fact, there is only one thing that you can take out of 
this world. And that is your life. 

That also means that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega of life. Even though there are a lot of people who debate about 
when life actually begins, we know the answer. God has revealed it to us in his precious Word. Take, for example, Psalm 
139. “For you created my inner organs. You wove me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Your works are wonderful, and my soul knows that very well. My bones were not 
hidden from you when I was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of the earth.  Your 
eyes saw my unfinished body. In your book all of them were written” (Psalm 139:13-16 EHV). 

The fact that you are in this world right now is no accident. God has planned all your days. He gave you life. He started 
your life at your conception. He’s the beginning of your life. And each of you is amazingly unique. You all have different 
gifts. Different abilities. Different talents. God made you. Jesus gave you life. He formed you just the way you are. 

But he not only is the one who gives you life, he is the one who ends it as well. The apostle Paul is so right. In Romans 
14, he actually helps us see what really matters in this world. Paul says, “If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, 
we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord” (Romans 14:8 EHV).  



I don’t know when I am going to die. And neither do you. Even though it may seem like a long time from now, especially if 
you are young, it’s not too far from now, especially when you compare it to eternity. Your departure from this world is 
soon. And it’s not something we can control. It’s out of our control. But your life is in the hands of Jesus. He is the Alpha 
and the Omega of life.  

So here are two takeaways from knowing that. 1) Your life is extremely precious. God has created you. He has made you 
to be who you are. You don’t need to change that. You are just right. And here’s the second takeaway. 2) Your life is to be 
lived for the Lord. Every morning when you wake up, give thanks. God is giving you another opportunity to live for him. 
Every day is an opportunity to make the most of that day for your God. Use your talents and abilities always for the glory 
of God.  

But none of this would matter if we didn’t see that Jesus is the Alpha and the Omega of salvation. There’s a pastor who 
once said, “When you were born, you cried and everybody else was happy. But the only question that matters is this: 
When you die, will you be happy when everybody else is crying?” 

And Jesus is the only way you and I can answer, “Yes” to that question. God the Father sent Jesus to be the Savior of the 
people of this world. He is the only Savior of the people of this world. And in time, God brought you to faith to believe in 
that Savior. He is the Author of your faith, and he is the one who will bring it to completion.  

And the day is coming when you will stand before Jesus as the Judge of all. I don’t know when that will be. All I know is 
that Jesus himself said, “Look! I am coming soon and my reward is with me, to repay each one according to what 
he has done.” Does that terrify you at all? Are Jesus’ words scary? He is going to repay each one according to what he 
has done. Is that scary for you? Oh, it might be easy for us to sit high on our stools and look down on everybody else. It 
might be easy to look at the people of the world and look down upon them. It might be easy for us to compare ourselves 
to others and think highly of ourselves. 

But when it comes to standing before God all by myself, what will I hold on to? Will I really point the Lord of all to my life 
and say, “Look at what I have done. Look to how faithful I was to you. Look how much more righteous I am than 
everybody else?” Hardly.  

My friends, we have to be ready for this. What are you going to hold on to when Jesus comes back? You don’t know when 
he will come back. In fact, Jesus has said that he will come like a thief in the night. Everything will be functioning just as it 
always has been, and then in a snap of a finger, Jesus will return. That’s what Jesus refers to in Revelation when the 
angel said to John: Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. Let the one 
who is unjust continue to be unjust. Let the one who is filthy continue to be filthy. Let the one who is just 
continue to do what is just. Let the one who is holy continue to be holy. People are going to continue to do what 
they do. But in a flash, in a twinkling of an eye, when people least expect it, Jesus will come back. 

So, when Jesus comes back, what will you hold on to? Won’t you hold on to the very thing you hold on to today? Now is 
the time to be ready. Right now you hold on to the promises of God. And that’s what you will hold on to when you stand 
before his Judgment Seat.  

We hold on to Christ. He has covered us with his righteousness. Jesus says: “And look: I am coming soon! Blessed is 
the one who holds on to the words of the prophecy of this book.” Hold on to God’s Word. Rely on those promises. 

It is the only way God can look at us and say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” His reward is based on grace. As we 
are clothed with Jesus’ perfection, we are ready for his return. And he looks at us and gives us rewards of grace. “Come, 
enjoy your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you.” You see, your deliverance is entirely dependent on what Jesus has 
done for you. 

And here’s the kicker. Your salvation won’t end. That is true because the one who gives you salvation is the Alpha and the 
Omega. Because he lives eternally, you too will live eternally with him. He say, “I am coming soon.” 

I know it may be frustrating living in this world right now. Darkness is growing. But this is not the time to sulk. This is not 
the time to hunker down and just hope the darkness will pass. No. This is the time to get going. This is the time shine 
forth. This is the time to care. This is the time to share. That’s why you and I are here. 

How long do you need to continue to live this way? I don’t know. But I do know this: Jesus is coming back. Deliverance is 
near. He says, “I am coming soon.” Be ready, my friends. Amen.  

  


